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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A terminal device^ 

comprising^ 

display means; 

mediating means; and 

authentication-information transmitting means T £ 

wherein the display means compriaca having ( i ) a 
display function for displaying electronic information provided 
through a network so that a user can browse the information^ 

(ii) a specif ying- information receiving function for receiving 
specifying information for specifying the mediating meanst^ and 

(iii) a specifying function for specifying the mediating means 
b y using the received specifying information T j_ 

the mediating means being operable to io opacified 
by the opacifying function and starts the authentication- 
information transmitting means when specified by the specifying 
function T ; and 

the authentication- information transmitting means 
io otartcd by the mediating mcano and being operable to 
transmits device-authentication information to an authentication 
server . 
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2. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 1, further comprising: 

authentication-result receiving means for 
receiving an authentication result from the authentication 
server; 

authentication-result transmitting means for 
transmitting the received authentication result to a providing 
server #e^ operable to provid4**ge electronic information; and 

electronic-information receiving means for 
receiving electronic information transmitted from the providing 
server based on the transmitted authentication result. 

3. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 2, wherein the mediating means compriaca has a using 
function for using the electronic information received from the 
providing server. 

4. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 2, further comprising: 

requesting means for sending a requestjr^ for 
electronic information to the providing server, 

wherein the specifying- information receiving 
function receives specifying information which io transmitted 
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from the providing server based on the request for electronic 
information . 

5. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 1, wherein 

the specif ying- information receiving function 

receives specifying information including access information 
used for accessing the authentication server, and 

the authentication- information transmitting means 
accesses the authentication server &y-using the received access 
information. 

6. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 5, wherein the authentication server compri acq includes 
a plurality of authentication servers, and the specif ying - 
information receiving function receives specifying information 
including access information for each of the plurality of 
authentication servers ranked in an access precedence order. 

7. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 2, wherein 
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the specif ying- information receiving function 

receives specifying information including access information 
used f or to access ing the providing server, and 

the authentication-result transmitting means 
accesses the providing server by using the received access 
information . 

8. (currently amended) A providing server for 
providing electronic information to tfeea terminal device 
according to Claim 2 , the terminal device including display 
means, mediating means and authentication- information 
transmitting means, the providing server comprising : 

specifying- information transmitting means for 
transmitting specifying information uocd by to the display means 
of the terminal device for specifying the mediating means which 
otarto the authentication information tranomitting means ; 

authentication-result receiving means for 
receiving an authentication result from the terminal device; and 

electronic-information transmitting means for 
transmitting electronic information to the terminal device based 
on the received authentication result. 

9. (currently amended) An method of using 

electronic- _information uoing method performed in a computer 
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comprioing having display meansr^ mediating meanst^ and 
authentication- information transmitting means, the method 
comprising : 

a display otcp of realizing, — by the display 
means , — a display function for displaying electronic information 
provided through a network so that a user can browse the 
information- ^ a specifying information receiving function for 

receiving specifying information for specifying 

the mediating means— j_ and a specifying function for specifying 
the mediating means by using the received specifying 
information; 

a mediating step of specifying the mediating 
means by the specifying function in the display step and 
allowing the mediating means to using the received specifying 
information; 

start ing the authentication- information 

transmitting means when the mediating means is specified ; and 

an authentication information transmitting step 
o#— transmitting device-authentication information to an 
authentication server by start ing when the authentication- 
information transmitting means in the mediating stcp is started . 

10. (currently amended) Aft method of providing 
electronic— _information providing method used in from a providing 
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server for providing electronic — information to the a terminal 
device according to Claim 2 , 

wherein the providing server comprioca including 

specif ying- information transmitting meanst^ authentication- 
result receiving meansr^ and electronic-information transmitting 
means-; and the termi nal device including display means, 
mediating means, and authentication- information transmitting 
means , 

the electronic information providing method 

compri seeing : 

a opacifying information tranomitting otcp 
e#-t r ansmi 1 1 ing- — by the opecifying information tranomitting 
meano , specifying information uocd by the dioplay meano of the 
terminal device for specifying the mediating means #e-r from the 
specif ying-inf ormation transmitting means to the display means 
of the terminal device, the mediating means using the specifying 
information to starti^ the authentication-information 
transmitting means; 

an authentication reoult receiving otcp of 
receiving— feyin the authentication-result receiving means- an 
authentication result sent from the terminal device; and 

an electronic — information tranomitting otcp 
e^=— transmit ting 7 — by electronic information from the electronic- 
information transmitting means-; — electronic information to the 
terminal device based on the received authentication result. 
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11. (cancelled) 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (currently amended) A computer- readable storage 
medium otoring recorded with a terminal device program for 
realizing, — in causing a computer — to execute a method of 
processing information, the computer being operable to perform a 

dis play function, a mediating function and an authentication- 

— **-^ 

information transmitting function, the method comprising: 

a diaplay function a mediating function; — and an authentication 
information tranomitting function, 

wherein the dioplay function comprioca a dioplay 

function for displaying electronic information provided through 
a network so that a user can browse the information; a 
opecifying information receiving function for 

receiving specifying information for specifying 

the mediating function; and a opecifying function for 

specifying the mediating function fey-using the 

received specifying inf ormat ion-rj_ 

the mediating function io opecified by the 
opecifying function and start eing the authentication- information 
transmitting function— when the mediating function is specified; 
and 
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the auth e nt ic ation information trans mitting 
function is started by the mediating function and transmit ting 
device-authentication information to an authentication server 
when the authentication-information transmitting function is 
started . 

14. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage 
medium otoring recorded with a providing ocrvcr program for 
causing a computer to execute a method of providing electronic 
information to the a terminal device according to Claim 2 , the 
terminal device being operable to perform a display function, a 
mediating function and an authorization- information transmitting 
function, the method comprising .- p rogram realized, — in a computer : 

a specifying information tranomitting function 
for transmitting specifying information to the terminal device, 
the specifying information being used by the display function of 
the terminal device for specifying the mediating function^ 
which and the mediating function start eing the authentication- 
information transmitting function when the mediating function is 
specified ; 

an authentication result receiving function for 
receiving an authentication result from the terminal device; and 

an electronic — information transmitting function 
for transmitting electronic information to the terminal device 
based on the received authentication result. 
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15. (currently amended) A terminal device^ 

comprisingj_ 

information communication means; 

electronic-information using means; and 

authentication- information management means— j_ 

wherein the information communication means 
compriscs having ( i ) a function for receiving authentication- 
trigger information required for using electronic information 
provided through a network^ (ii) a function for analyzing 
specifying information for specifying the electronic -information 
using means based on the authentication- trigger inf ormationt , 
and (iii) a specifying function for specifying the electronic- 
information using means based on the specifying information—^ 

the electronic-information using means being 
operable to io opecified by the opacifying function and starte 
the authentication- information management means— when specified 
by the specifying function; and 

the authentication- information management means 
io otartcd by the electronic information uoing moano, being 
operable to reade device-authentication information, and to 
transmits the device -authentication information to an 
authentication server . 
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16. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 15, wherein 

wherein the authentication- information management 
means receives an authentication result from the authentication 
server, 

the electronic-information using means transmits 
the authentication result to a providing server which operable to 
provider electronic information, and 

the information communication means receives 
electronic information transmitted from the providing server 
based on the transmitted authentication result. 

17. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 16, wherein the electronic-information using means 
compriaca has a using function for using the electronic 
information received from the providing server. 

18. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 17, wherein the electronic- information using means 
allowa is operable to enable a user to browse electronic 
information, to plays- back electronic information as music 
content, or to playe back electronic information as moving- 
picture content . 
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19. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 15, wherein the authentication- trigger information 
includes authentication-server access information used f or to 
accessing the authentication server. 



20. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 19, wherein the authentication server includes a 
plurality of authentication servers, and the authentication- 
trigger information includes authentication- server access 
information for each of the plurality of authentication servers 
ranked in an access precedence order. 



21. (currently amended) A terminal device according 
to Claim 16, wherein 

the authentication-trigger information includes 

providing- server access information used je^to access«§ the 
providing server, and 

the authentication result is transmitted to the 

providing server fey^using the providing- server access 
information . 



22. (currently amended) A providing server for 

providing electronic information requiring authentication to a 

terminal device, the providing server comprising: 
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authentication- trigger -information transmitting 
means for transmitting, to the terminal device, authentication- 
trigger information including specifying information for 
specifying electronic-information using means which otarto 
authentication information management mcano ; 

authentication-result receiving means for 
receiving-? — from the terminal device, an authentication result 
o #f rom the terminal device generated in an authentication 
ocrvcr ; and 

electronic-information providing means for 
providing electronic information to the terminal device based on 
the received authentication result. 

23. (currently amended) A ft method of using 
electronic— information uoing method performed in a terminal 
device c omp r i o i ng ha v i ng information communication meanst^ 
electronic-information using meanst^ and authentication- 
information management means, the method comprising: 

an information communication otcp of proccooing, 
by the information communication mcano, — a function for receiving 
authentication- trigger information required for using electronic 
information provided through a network— j_ a function for 

analyzing specifying information for specifying 

the electronic-information using means based on the 
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authentication- trigger information—^ and a opacifying function 
for 

specifying the electronic-information using means 

based on the specifying information; 

a starting otcp of starting the authentication- 
information management means by being when specified by the 
specifying function in the information communication otcp ; and 

/ 

an authentication information management otcp of 
otarting the authentication information management mcano in the 
otarting otcp, — reading device-authentication information— and 
transmitting the device -authentication information to an 
authentication server . 

24. (currently amended) An method of using 
electronic— _information uoing method according to Claim 23, 
further comprising : 

wherein, — in the authentication information 
management atop, receiving in the authentication- information 
management means rccoivco an authentication result from the 
authentication server ^ and 

transmit ting the authentication result from the 

authentication- information management means to a providing 
server for providing electronic information—; and 
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the information communication atop comprioco an 
electronic information receiving step, — in which receiving in the 
information communication means rcccivco electronic information 
transmitted from the providing server based on the 
authentication result. 

25. (currently amended) An method of using 
electronic— ^information uoing method according to Claim 24, 
further comprising^ an electronic information uoing otcp, — ±n 
which the electronic — information uoing means — further comprioco a 
uoing function for 

using the electronic information received from 

the providing server in the electronic information using means . 

26. (currently amended) An method of using 
electronic— _informat ion uoing method according to Claim 25, 
wherein the electronic-information using means is operable to 
enable allows a user to browse the electronic information, to 
plays back electronic information as music content, or to p lays 
back electronic information as moving-picture content. 

27. (currently amended) A n method of using 
electronic— information uoing method according to Claim 23, 
wherein the authentication- trigger information includes 
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authentication- server access information used for to access ing 
the authentication server. 

28. (currently amended) Aft method of using 
electronic— _informat ion uoing method according to Claim 27, 
wherein the authentication server includes a plurality of 
authentication servers, and the authentication- trigger 
information includes authentication-server access information 
for each of the plurality of authentication servers ranked in an 
access precedence order. 

29. (currently amended) Aft method of using 
electronic— ^information uoing method according to Claim 24, 
wherein 

the authentication- trigger information includes 

providing- server access information used feto accessing the 
providing server, and-? — in the authentication information 
management atcp, the step of transmitting the authentication 
result jr& includes transmitte ding the authentication result from 
the authentication- information management means to the providing 
server^ using the providing -server access information. 

30. (currently amended) An method of providing 
electronic— _information providing method performed in a 

18 



Application 



No. : 



10/519, 853 



Docket No.: SONYJP 3.3-375 



providing ocrvcr for providing electronic — information requiring 
authentication from a providing server to a terminal device, the 
method comprising: 

an authentication trigger information 
tranomitting atop of transmit ting— from the providing server to 
the terminal device— authentication- trigger information 
including specifying information for specifying electronic- 
information using means for otarting authentication information 
management mcano ; 

an authentication rcoult receiving atop of 
receiving— from the terminal device— an authentication result 
e# f or the terminal device generated in an authentication ocrvcr ; 
and 

an electronic information providing otcp of 
providing electronic information to the terminal device based on 
the received authentication result. 

31. (currently amended) A recording medium recorded 
with a terminal — device program for causing a computer to execute 
a method of processing information, the computer being operable 
to perform an information communication function, an electronic- 
information using function, and an authentication-information 
management function, the method comprising : 
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an information communi c at i on fu n ction; — an electronic 
information uoing function; — and an authentication information 
management — function, 

wherein pursuant to the information communication 
function^ comprioco a function for (i) receiving authentication- 
trigger information required for using electronic information 
provided through a network, a function for (ii) analyzing 
specifying information for specifying the electronic-information 
using mcano function based on the authentication- trigger 
information, and (iii) a opecifying function for specifying the 
electronic— _information using means f unction based on the 
specifying inf ormation-j_ 

pursuant to the electronic-information using 
mcano is opecified by the opecifying function and function, 
starteing the authentication- inf ormation management 
mcano, function; and 

pursuant to the authentication- inf ormation 
management mcano io otartcd by the electronic information uoing 
mcano, function, read ying device-authentication information T and 
t ransmi t et ing the device -authentication information to an 
authentication server . 

32. (currently amended) A terminal device 
program recording medium according to Claim 31, wherein the 
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following — function o arc realized in a c omp u tcr inf ormat ion 
processing method further comprises : 

an authentication reoult receiving function for 
receiving an authentication result from the authentication 
server; 

an authentication rcoult tranomitting function 
for transmitting the received authentication result to a 
providing server for providing electronic information; and 

an electronic — information receiving function for 
receiving electronic information transmitted from the providing 
server based on the transmitted authentication result. 

33. (currently amended) A terminal device 
progra m recording medium according to Claim 31, wherein the 
information processing method further comprises, pursuant to the 
electronic-information using function^ compriaco a uaing 
function for __using the electronic information received from the 
providing server. 

34. (currently amended) A terminal device 
progra m recording medium according to Claim 33, wherein the 
information processing method further comprises, pursuant to the 
electronic- information using function^ allowo enabling a user to 
browse the electronic information, play- sing back electronic 
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information as music content, or play eing back electronic 
information as moving-picture content. 

35. (currently amended) A terminal device 
progra m recording medium according to Claim 31, wherein the 
authentication- trigger information includes authentication- 
server access information used f or to access ing the 
authentication server . 

36. (currently amended) A terminal device program 
recording medium according to Claim 31, wherein the 
authentication server comprioco includes a plurality of 
authentication servers, and the authentication- trigger 
information includes authentication- server access information 
for each of the plurality of authentication servers ranked in an 
access precedence order. 

37. (currently amended) A terminal device 
progra m recording medium according to Claim 32, wherein the 
authentication- trigger information includes providing- server 
access information used feto accessift§ the providing server, 
and the step of transmitting the authentication result 
includes jrs transmitte ding the authentication result to the 
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providing server by using the providing- server access 
information. 

38. (currently amended) A recording medium recorded 
with a providing oorvor program for causing a computer to 
execute a method of pcrformcd in a providing ocrvcr for providing 
electronic information requiring authentication from a providing 
server to a terminal device, wherein the following functions arc 
realized in a computcr the method comprising : 

an authentication trigger information 
transmitting function for transmitting— from the providing 
server to the terminal device— authentication- trigger 
information including specifying information for specifying 
electronic -information using means for starting authentication 
information management m e ans ; 

an authentication rcoult — receiving function for 
receiving T from the terminal device- an authentication result e# 
for the terminal device generated in an authentication oorvor ; 
and 

an electronic information providing function for providing 
electronic information to the terminal device based on the 
received authentication result. 
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